10 FELT SKIRTS FOR 10 WOMEN
JOANNA WRIGHT

For some years now I have been making felt and learnt how to
make nuno felt which is an excellent felt technique for clothes. I
liked the idea of making clothes in one piece without a seam. So
I first began by making a friend a skirt as a present for her 50th
birthday and just really enjoyed the process, the slightly
shrunken result and the blending of colour, being able to stitch
on top. I asked a few friends if they would like to take part in a
project – to make them a skirt, they would contribute to the cost
of materials, the skirt would be theirs, on the condition that
should I wish to borrow it for an exhibition they would lend it
back to me.
This morphed into 10 felt skirts for 10 women.
With each woman I would have a conversation about colours
they liked or something that was precious to them, how would
they like to be seen through a piece of cloth essentially. They
could give me some words that were important to them or an
artist. With each skirt I tried to channel the woman I made the
skirt for, not only did the skirt need to please them it also had to
fit. I had one disaster, a skirt that I was not happy with at all. A
tragedy, my teacher misplaced my work on a bus and I lost a
finished skirt and several meters of painted silk. Refusals, I
asked 10 women to take part who for various reasons, including
allergies to wool said "no".
Each skirt takes approximately 3 to 5 days to make. To have a
conversation, to think and draw, to cut out a template, to paint
the silk, a day to make, laying out the wool and silk and felting it
together and in some cases, time to hand stitch text. Each skirt
is different, but then the women they are made for are all
unique. These skirts were made with much enthusiasm and
sincerity.

Niki Jewett:
RED
there is peaceful,
there is wild, i am
both
at the same time.

Krissy Alsop:
LOKAH
SAMASTAH
SUKHINO
BHAVANTU
May all beings be
happy and free.

Usha Pearce:
With consideration
to NOTES UNDER
THE PILLOW

Ros Hough:
WEDDING BLUE
And the widening
river’s slow
plresence. The piled
high gold clouds, the
shining gull marked
mud. Philip Larkin

Ottavia Mazzoni:
PURITY. Seeing
the bliss-form
through Yoga

Linda Odhiambo:
KUBA CLOTHS
from the Congo

Claire Dowland:
FERNS

Rachel LeighWood:
OUTRAGEOUSLY
JOYOUS
the fruit of the
spirit is love,
joy, peace,
forbearance,
kindness,
goodness,
faithfulness,
gentleness and
self control

Sarah Coleman:
BIRD SONG IN THE
GARDEN - Hockney
green

Louise Campion:
IRIS GARDEN
"hope with
discipline"

